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HIS Poem was wrote in {ths early 1055 | 
| part of the author's life ; the reader BY 
therefore is not to expect a finiſh'd piece 185 
from an uneducated Poet; if he finds M 
marks of genius, it is certainly all that 
can be expected. The widow of the au- ** 
thor ventures to ſend forth this little pro- 5 
duction into the world, flattering herſelf | 
that when the above particulars are conſi- wet” 
dered, the ſeverity. of criticiſm will be laid | 
aſide, and that a candid public will take 1 it 
under their proteẽtion. 


07 old, thoſe met rewards who ach excel, 
And 1 8 were prais d who nia endepys rd cell. 
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e joy is this! What animating fir . 
What bliſs extatie does my foul in ſpire. 
Nomoremy miſe Parr a 
Or drinks the dew, chat Helicon cov ey. 

No: Let my ſoul akend Mount Sion high, 55 
Whoſe tow ring ſwmmĩt 1. braves th' etheril cy! 
Thou bright Urania, purify my'frame;” | 
And to my breaſt: infuſs thy ſacred flames. 
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1 ling Jehovah! guide me while I ſing, 


Our great Meſſiah, Prophet, Prieſt, and King! 
Whom God thus promis d to che fallen ſage, 
To ſave his ſinful race from age to age 

cc The woman's ſacred ſeed ſhall Satan quell, 
„ Subdue the grave and vanquiſh death and hell; 
Then he bleſt Abra 'm and his Joins no leſs, 
&« 'Thro' him the nations of the world to bleſs, - 
King David laſt-obtain'd this ſacred vow, 

«© Thy ſeed ſhall make yet unborn kingdoms bow; 
“From Jeſſe's ſtem deſcends this living rod, 

ce A human Prince, yet an immortal God! 

6c T he ſceptre ſhall he ſway with awful hand, 

« And all the earth by . laws command; 
He'll 
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. 
*« He'll bruiſe the nations with a rod of ſteel, 
© Each. callous heart his ſmarting ſcourge ſhall feel, 
* But the diſtreſs d, the wounded ſouls will bind, 
“% Who'll chro” their Saviour'ſure- ſalvation find; 
« He'll ſend before him-thro'the ſhining ſphere, 
4 Celeſtial peace, his heavenly harbinger.” 

Then ceaſe my muſe. and caſt thy "TE eyes 
kg. Behold the radiant eaſtern ſtar ariſe; - : 
Surrounded with ſuperior beams of light, 

And ſhines refulgent thro" the ſhales of niglit; 
Gilding each fellow orb that ſwiftly ſhrouds, 
Its weaker rays behind the iu d cloud ·-· 
| That joyful hour that ever hallow'd morn, 
On which the 1mighty Prince of Peace was born | 
i * 
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My reſtleſs foul in adoration flies ! 
And longs on towring eagles wings toriſe;. 
Then let that. holy s Mount be for my bed,. 
And fweeteſt ſſumbers hover round my head: : 
Oh] may my vigcus: be celefiial ſcenes, . 
Above the veil of clouds or: ſtarry ſkreens ,. 
May I implore the aid of Angels love, 
To guide me to the happy realms above! 
Thoſe happy realms where Joys-unbounded ares. 
Which fancy neo can paint or tongue declare. 
To higheſt heights, bark, hear the heavenly lyre,. | 
The ſounding ſhout of the Seraphic choir ! 


* Mount Sion. 
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192 
The trump celeſtial thiills the regions round, 
The echoing arch returns the heavenly ſound ; | 
All all proclaim the godlike Prince's birth | 
And his domitiidn ſhall be en the eat. 

In what glad firiins, ſhould now my ſoul rejoice, | 
Could I but emulate an angels voice ;. - * | 
But cloſe confin'd in this dull cell: below, 

My joy in narrow ſtreams, can only flow. 

Then from this. Mount where I ſuppoſed ſtand, 
Let me ſurvey tremendous Judah's land ; | 
Irs numerous flocks, and all its foſter'd folds 5 
Its ſenced cities andenviron'd holds; 

Its fertile plains and the extended vale ;. 

Its rifing hills and ev'ry finking dale. 

To yonder paſt' ral fields dire8. my flight, 

Where ſhepherds watch their fleecy care hy night; 
T | C To 
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In ſhinin g troops array d with robes of light! 


Le] 
To all around let me divulge the news,” wind Scl 
To each attentive ear the tale infuſe; AA | > 277 
But lo, appears unutterable bright. 
A Cherub cloath'd with 1 light! 


Hail ye bleſt ſhephers, thus be: genitly Bid, 


Grateful my meflage is, my tidings'glad'; | 
I bring Meſſiah this auſpicious morn! ! 
To you in Bethlehem the babe is born Nef 07, 


Ariſe, go ſee; ſearch out bin Gal, 


And fall before him with a ſacred ode. 
This is the ſign : the Saviour of Mankind, 

The King of Kings you'll in a manger find! 
If you diſtruſt me or my miſſion doubt, 
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| Behold on high the heavenly regions ſhout! 


Behold what bright angelic bands unite,” 


l e {ef 4 14 i 1 
The Gbier ron ite ſprightly note refounds, iT 4 
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Nor heaven alone bat earth dhe Scho hills... 
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Ye trees e melodious ſing, 4 
Thou biiny ocean, and each wandring fprihg. 
. funnier cwar's, = ll 
„ And every heart with admiration bum 8 
Difloly'd i in rapture and inſpir'd with j joy, e 7 

To ſeek the babe their willing haſte e | | 1 
They find him in his humble cradle laid, 95 my Y 
Aud thus with gladfome | 
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. ns coheir incomprehenfive born, 1 
| Our grizeul horn, ſhall celebrate thy mom; NL 1 . 1 | 
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| Our ſongs harmonious ſhall exalt thy. 
Ye whole creation ji magnify his 
: x | —— — . 
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